Dear Reader,

I am new to producing reading sermons. So, if you have any suggestions as to how I might improve my format or what I include – please email me at cdanielwilson@gmail.com. I will warn you, that I do not use short sentences. I will endeavor to work on this over time, but I don’t naturally write that way. However, you can easily break most of my longer sentences into 2 or 3 smaller ones where I have “…” or “–“ or commas. If you do the work on making it into smaller sentences – feel free to email it to me, and I am happy to share your work with others. I do have some of these available which people have sent me. I will eventually make them available as part of the normal manuscripts.

I have left my sermon manuscript formatted the way I normally write and read my sermons. They are colourful and written in conversational English. If you are a grammar nazi – then you will be frustrated with my punctuation and phrasing. However, once you read it out loud, you will normally be able to tell what I meant to say. SERIOUSLY, READ IT OUTLOUD. You will also see that I use a good bit of bold, italics, underlining and different colours to signal what are the most important things to say, and also to make it easier for my eye to pick up my place in the middle of paragraphs. I would recommend that you keep as many of those things as possible to help you keep your place. However, you will probably want to increase the spacing between lines. I highly encourage you to commit as much of the introduction or children’s illustrations to memory as you can, so that these can be delivered to the congregation with maximum eye contact. 

Where possible, I highly recommend that you listen to the sermon as I preached it at either the Nelson website or the website of North Shore. I recommend that because that will also help hear the places where I added or skipped over material in the manuscript, and the places where I clarified my meaning. I have edited bits and pieces which I thought most important, but I have not sought to include all the additional material that comes to me while in the pulpit. I would practically have to use a transcription service for that. However, I hope and pray that this sermon will be a blessing to you and to your congregation. To God be the Glory!

Blessings in our Lord, Pastor Daniel Wilson

My Suggestions for the Order of Service 
Song before the Service: (#67) 
RESPOND in Faith: Our Help is in the name of the Lord our God, the Creator and Sustainer of all the earth! Grace, Mercy, peace and Love from God the Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.
We are the servants of the Lord, and so, Let us praise Him in song - #353 “Praise to the Lord the Almighty” 
We will profess our faith using the Nicene Creed Page 7 Please be seated
Read Heidelberg Catechism LD 31 (page 39?) 
Scripture Reading: Romans 10:14-11:12
Congregational Prayer: (….) 

Scripture Reading: Matthew 18:7-20

Let us respond to His grace, by generously giving to support God’s kingdom work through His tithes and our additional Free-will offerings! ( Deacons)
Let’s cont. to worship as we sing Our Song of Prep: #404 “How shall they hear the Word of God” 

Sermon Text: Matt.16:13-20 + Sermon Title: LD 31: The Keys of God’s Key-ring
Let us now sing a song of Response Dwelling–#455 “We have not known thee as we ought”

May God the Father bless you & keep you, May God the Son turn His face toward you & be gracious to you, May the Holy Spirit lift up his countenance upon you & give you peace! Amen 

Doxology: #117 “Praise Jehovah All ye Nations”
Evening Sermon: “The Keys of God’s Key-Ring”



Heidelberg Cat. #37
Text:  Matt 16:13-20
Readings: Matt. 18:7-20; Romans 10:14-11:12, Lord’s Day #31   
Introduction:
 Children, tonight we are going to talk about keys. Do you know what a key is? What does a key do? It is a piece of metal that opens a door, car, or a lock, right? Well, tonight children, we are going to talk about a key to heaven! Wouldn’t it be wonderful to have a key that was guaranteed to open/close the gates of heaven! 

Well, Jesus gave the church two such keys: (1) The Preaching of the Gospel (which is what I am doing right now) and (2) Church Discipline … Now, you might be disappointed that the keys to heaven aren’t little metal keys like a house key, but you know what –  as we will learn tonight… these keys are far better than just little metal one! 
Metal keys can be lost, stolen, or destroyed! But not God’s keys! The Preaching of the Gospel is guaranteed to open or close the very gates of heaven with God’s truth! And the discipline of the church is guaranteed to bind or loose sinners according to God’s decree! We far too often downplay the power that God has given to His church – but tonight, we will look at both of these powerful keys.
(Review) Last week, we looked at the Dangers of Abusing the Lord’s Supper, and how those dangers cause us to prepare wisely and to guard the Lord’s table. We looked at how we are supposed to prepare for the sacrament, but perhaps just as important, we looked at how we are supposed to prepare for worship every week! WE need to ask specific questions of ourselves, our thoughts, our words, our attitudes and our actions. Something that I forgot to explain to you, was the role that others play in that process! We OFTEN need other people to help us see our blind-spots so that we can recognize them and repent. Specific questions and the help of others can be very useful! 
And then we also looked more generally at who can be admitted to the Table. Specifically, the Prepared, and those who are mature enough to prepare rightly! The core issue at stake is not age, but heart faith and a genuine relationship with Jesus Christ! And we closed with the dual reminder that Christ welcomes repentant sinners, and that we need to teach and train our children how to prepare for worship and the sacrament, from a young age!

NOW… Our Catechism transitions, at this point, from the sacraments of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper, to the Keys of the Kingdom of God. I want to give you a rundown of both of these keys and how they work together.

Our Theme is this: God opens and closes eternal life through preaching and church discipline. 
  We will explore that under 2 headings:
 
I. The Key of Preaching

II.  The Key of Church Discipline
Let’s begin with:

I. The Key of Preaching      
(REPEAT)
a. The keys of God’s kingdom are nothing new…

When Jesus first mentions them to the Apostles in Matthew 16, He didn’t say that he was making new keys, new ways to open or close the Kingdom of Heaven… No, instead, the context of Jesus’ discussion of the Keys was Peter’s declaration that Jesus was the Christ – the Messiah. The Focus of All scripture is Christ and Him crucified – The OT looks forward with types, shadows and prophecies, the NT looks back in faith, and then based on that, it looks forward to His second coming – Christ is the central message of Scripture. The church took form on the day of Pentecost (with thousands saved), When 3,000 people were pressing into the Kingdom of God… WHO was it that opened the door? It was Peter preaching the Gospel that Jesus was the Christ! HE WAS Using that powerful key to the kingdom to open the very gates of heaven!
b. In our reading from Romans 10, we see an explanation of how this all works…
 For there we see the Apostle Paul explaining that the Key of the Gospel was used against the Jews. For the prophets of old had preached the Word of God to them, & since they did not listen, they were excluded from God’s Kingdom!
Let’s take a look: READ 14-15



That quotation is from Isaiah 52, and in vs.16, Paul proceeds to quote Isaiah further – READ vs.16-17

What is Paul saying? He is telling us that the Gospel was preached in the OT, and HE is telling us that the preaching of the Gospel is the major way people are saved! 

Now, do you believe that? Do you understand what He is saying here? If you did, I think you would invite people to church more often, and you would plead with them… and pray for them to come along. But in our day, we too often lack the confidence and the expectation that God will do anything through the preaching of the Gospel. In some churches (even in the RCNZ) some church members grumble that there are Gospel appeals in the sermons – because they think they don’t need it anymore! 
That is So sad… Because We all need the Gospel, and the Preaching of God’s Word is powerful to Save! Believe it!
And ACT like you believe it, by coming AM and PM… Act like it by inviting people to church!
Now, Paul goes on in vs.18-21 of chapter 10, and part of chapter 11, to make the case that the People of Israel had heard the word of God, and yet they had not listened. They understood, but they had rejected God! And so, they had been excluded from the Kingdom of God!

So, in Acts 2 (which we didn’t read) we have an example of the Kingdom of God opened through preaching, and here in Romans 10/11 we have the kingdom closed to Israel and opened to Gentiles. Preaching is the Key!
c. So, How does this work exactly? HC84 states it very clearly:
How does Preaching the Gospel open and close the Kingdom of Heaven? 

According to the Command of Christ: The Kingdom of heaven is opened by proclaiming and publicly declaring to each and every believer, that as often as he accepts the gospel promise in true faith, God, because of what Christ has done truly forgives all his sins. 






The Kingdom of heaven is closed, however, by proclaiming and publicly declaring to unbelievers and hypocrites that, as long as they do not repent, the anger of God and eternal condemnation rest on them. 

God’s judgment, both in this life and in the life to come, is based on this gospel testimony.

Now this reaches to the very essence of the Gospel message – Gospel Preaching.


This is what Paul was explaining – that Israel was offered salvation – God held His hands out to them all day long with the Good News, but they rebelled and refused to believe His Gospel message. They refused to believe that they couldn’t earn salvation – they refused to believe that they needed the Savior/Messiah to live, suffer and die in their place! AND SINCE THEY DIDN’T BELIEVE, God brought on them all the curses and judgments that He threatened through the same preaching of the prophets!

You see: True Gospel Preaching must have that double edge – death to those who don’t believe, life to those who have faith in Christ. And so, you should expect that most sermons should have one or both of these edges. The emphasis may be different, but the themes never change.

· There must be a negative side which shows that there is a way which seems right to a man, but the end thereof is death – your way = Hell.  
· And then there is the positive side of the Gospel which emphasizes God’s grace! That there is a way of salvation that has NOTHING to do with what you have done or will do! You can be saved solely based on the life, death and resurrection of Christ! All by trusting in Christ by faith.
BOTH themes must be preached!

HELL is REAL – but So is God’s Grace in Christ!
Now, what happens once the Preaching of the Gospel has opened the Kingdom of God for a particular sinner? They own the faith for themselves and are welcomed into the Church – and that is where the SECOND key comes in…

II. The Key of Church Discipline        (REPEAT)
There are several places we could go to for the Bible’s instruction on Church Discipline – 1 Cor. 5, Hebrews 12 and various OT passages… But one of the most basic and most helpful is Matthew 18.
 In the context of Matthew 18 (first 14 vs.) Jesus had just been speaking about the radical view we need to have of sin. It is better to be mutilated than to allow sin to lead us away from Jesus Christ! 
Based on that view of sin, Jesus then explained how important it was to God the Father to see even ONE sinner brought back from straying. If God was a shepherd, he would leave a flock of 99 to go seek the one lost sheep. That is how interested God is in repentance – that is How much God loves each individual Christian! (vs.14)


Then in vs.15-20, Jesus explains the ways that God seeks out the straying Christian. He does it FIRST through the brotherhood/Sisterhood of fellow believers. You are required by God to hold one another accountable! Based on vs.15 and Galatians 6:1, if your brother sins against you or if you see them ensnared in any sin – you should speak to them about it and call them to repentance! ((Matt.5 too)

SECOND: if that person refuses to hear your rebuke and concerns – then you are to go and get a 2nd and/or 3rd person – both of whom would be impartial to the case – and bring them along to speak to that person about their sin. If the 2nd or 3rd person tells you that you are wrong, STOP and be prepared to repent or drop the matter! But if they agree with you, and the person in sin STILL refuses to repent, then you must (vs.17) tell it to the Church.


That is the THIRD step. But by that, Jesus didn’t mean that you just stand up and announce your problem with Brother JEFF or Sister Judy at the end of the Church Service. WE understand from the rest of the NT that the Elders are the under-shepherds of Christ, and so the first part of telling the Church is to tell the Elders so that they can follow through with the situation. If the Sinner still refuses to hear the Elders, then the Rest of the congregation is told, so that a WHOLE HEAP of people might show their love for that person by calling them to repentance. 

Finally, if the sinner still persists in their sin, they are to be put out of the church, and treated as a complete non-Christian … Which means they have become an object of evangelism, compassion, hospitality and prayer! 


And at the end of all that, Jesus explains that WHATEVER His Church binds –He will bind as well. And Whatever His church looses – He will also loose. So, that process of Church Discipline (from the personal to the Corporate/congregational level)  is IDENTIFIED with the Actions of God HIMSELF! That is pretty Heavy!
a. But I want you to keep in mind what the focus of Discipline really is! 
It is a demonstration of the Father’s love, and the danger of sin! 
And Discipline is intended to call God’s children to repentance. 
There is a very real threat here… If someone professes their faith and then walks away – they should be disciplined.
And this is important, the process is first personal, then formal rebuke, then removal from the Lord’s Table, then calling the congregation to get involved in calling the sinner to repentance, and then only at the end of that long process – the unrepentant sinner is put out of the church. And while that doesn’t sound that bad to some… the words of the Apostle Paul in 1 Cor.5 are far more chilling… For he explains that discipline is handing a sinner over to Satan for the destruction of the flesh, in the hope that his soul might be saved on the day of Christ Jesus! 
 
Discipline actually hurts… for when one is put out of the church, we are saying: “God, do not protect or sustain this sinner any more… but let Satan have free reign to destroy his life, so that he might be driven to repentance and salvation!” THAT is Scary… but it is also loving!

It is just as loving as a Father who promises discipline to his children if they play with poison! I love my children – and if I see them doing something dangerous – even if they didn’t get hurt this time, I will make sure it hurts in some way! For to let them get away with playing with danger is to tell them it is okay… and it isn’t! I don’t want them to kill themselves – just as our Heavenly Father doesn’t want us to experience the death that sin brings! 
THEREFORE, HE has given two very powerful keys to the Church. One Key to open and shut the front door – the Preaching of the Gospel, and another Key to open and shut the back door – Church Discipline. 


Recognize the power of the way God designed His church to Work!


Don’t believe in the power of me as a preacher… nor should you believe in the power of the elders to shepherd and discipline… BELIEVE in the power of God to transform lives through these means! It is through the weakness of men, that God is glorified!


Therefore, believe in God’s power, and invite people to church expecting GOD to work in their hearts!


Believe God’s Power and look out for one another – rebuke where necessary and love each other by calling one another to account.



There is a good reason to fear excommunication – it is a wonderful spur to encourage you to repent and believe in the Lord Jesus, and to live for Him! But don’t be afraid of the process! The process is for your good. Submit to the Lord, and He will see you through!



I want to close by checking the locks with this key of preaching!




Where are you now in your spiritual walk? Are you serving the Lord?! Or are you drifting away from Him?! If you continue in your sinful ways, God promises you eternal judgment in Hell, and a foretaste of hell even in this life – for the way of the transgressor is hard! 

However, if you repent and believe in the Lord Jesus, He promises to take away all your sin, to cover your failure with Christ’s perfection, and to accept you as His obedient perfect Son/daughter and heir of salvation!



And the best part is… there is nothing you have done that can stop His love! 




What a glorious salvation, what a gracious God!

The Response of your Heart to those truths… Reveals the actions of the key:







 Are you drawn to God, praise God, the key is opening the doorway to heaven – or hardened in your sin beware, you remain behind a locked door, the key has been turned against you. Enter in faith, that the key may open the doorway to heaven!  

AMEN.
